THE TREATY OF PARIS        IK)
the world, Talleyrand, the traitor vilified by historians,
appeared to the allied sovereigns as the noble savior of
Europe; his opposition to Napoleon after Austerlitz, as a
credit upon which France could now draw, with modera-
tion, from a victorious Europe, Before giving good advice,
Talleyrand had practiced what he preached,
Europe paid its debt to Talleyrand in May, 1814, Eng-
land, Austria, and Prussia had put their cards on the table
by stating their principal claims in the treaty, It is impos-
sible to deny, in view of twenty years of warfare, the abuse
of force by the Revolution, especially during the imperial
period, and a victory which put the Allies in possession
of half Europe, that these claims were moderate, But what
about Russia? The question of her claims was not brought
forth in the Treaty of Paris, This silence was to be the
tragedy of Alexander at the Congress of Vienna, now about
to begin,